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CALENDAR 
OF  EVENTS 


September  11 

Lunch  with  the  Director 

DPHHS  Sanders  Street  Building/Room  306 

Helena 

12:00  pm  -  1:00  pm 

Contact:  Donna  Hansen 

(406)  444-9772 


SWEEPING  CHANGES  IN  ADOPTION 
PROCESS  BEGIN  THIS  FALL 

The  department  is  preparing  for  far-reaching  changes  in  the 
adoption  process  when  House  Bill  203  and  House  Bill  163 
become  effective  in  October.  These  significant  changes  to 
Montana's  adoption  laws  were  approved  by  the  1997 
Legislature.  The  changes  came  from  recommendations  of  a 
citizen  task  force  consisting  of  various  adoption  professionals, 
attorneys  familiar  with  adoption  law,  and  other  interested 
parties.    The  Montana  Adoption  Law  of  1997  was  the  result 

of  their  efforts.  September  16 -18 

Governor's  Conference  on  Aging 

The  act  is  a  major  rewrite  and  refinement  of  current  Montana  Copper  King  inn  — Butte 

adoption  law  which  pulls  together  all  existing  adoption  statutes  I    ?°'l'f^*  .P^^o^^^^"'"'"®* 

(4Ub)  444-/ /OO 

from  Montana  code  and  provides  a  thoughtful  balance  of  all 

parties'   rights.      These    new   laws   will   expedite   the   legal  i    Septemberie 

^                    .....              ....                .           .            Community  Day 

process  which  allows  children  to  be  adopted.    In  addition,  i    dphhs Offices  — Dillon 

these  new  laws  will  ensure  that  adoptions  are  permanent  |    Contact:  Anastasia  Burton 

X            ,        ■         ,  i     (406)444-2596 

and   not  subject  to  disruptions  after  the   legal   process   is  | 

complete.  |     September  17 

i     Public  Health  Improvement  Task  Force 

The  main  components  of  the  act  include:  |    meeting 

m     Cogswell  Building/Room  C-209  —Helena 

•  Establishing    a    putative   father   registry   that   will    be  |     9:00  am  -  3:00  pm 

effective  October  1,  1998;  1;    9°S'}ff,^°'°,^°°'' 

I       (406)444-4488 

•  Supporting   openness   in   adoption   to   the   extent  the  | 

parties  wish  to  have  that  option  available  to  them.  jj     S^SS^'/Ward  for  Excellence  in 

The  putative  father  registry  will  serve  a  dual  purpose.    Fathers  ||     Awards  Ceremony 

who  are  not  married  to  the  child's  mother,  but  who  wish  to  i|      iioo  am  - 12:30  pm 

^   I                        ui*     t       4.U    ■       uij         11                         ^-           I  P      Capitol  Rotunda  —  Helena 

take  responsibility  for  their  child,  will  receive  notice  of  any  ||     contact  Patty  Smith 

proceeding  to  terminate  their  parental  rights  if  they  register  i|      (406)444-4211 

in  a  timely  manner  with  the  DPHHS  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics.  ||      September  26 

If   the    unmarried    father    does    not    protect    his    rights    by  |||      American  Indian  Heritage  Day 

registering,  and  is  not  otherwise  entitled  to  notice,  the  court  1      coSt'^Sn  w^S"^ 

may  terminate  his  rights  to  the  child  for  the  purpose  of  ||j      (406)444-3617 

adoption.    This  will  ensure  that  adoptions  are  final  and  can  11       „    .     u    on 

^  ^  i >       September  29 

not  be  overturned  at  a  later  date  like  the  now  famous  "Baby  |||      dphhs  Staff  Conference 

Richard"  case  m  ■     At  MetNet  sites  in  the  following  locations: 

ill  :     Billings,  Boulder,  Bozeman,  Butte, 

To  educate  the  public  about  the  registry,  DPHHS  will  place  ■       Glasgow,  Glendive,  Great  Fails,  Havre, 

,  ,.       ,            ■      .     i.        .          ■     .  m        Helena,  Kalispell,  Miles  City,  Missoula, 

notice  of  the  registry  in  many  public  places  including  hospitals,  |||       Sidney,  and  Warm  Springs 

county  health  departments,  and  driver's  exam  stations.   During  11       ''O  30  am  - 12  00  pm 

^,  .      ^                         L.1-         -1         ^-                                                      ■           X  ii        Contact:  Anastasia  Burton 

this  two-year  public  education  campaign,  every  notice  of  g  j    (406)444-2596 

vehicle   registration    renewal   will   also   contain    information  r:;| 
about  the  registry.                                         fContmued  on  Page  7) 


A  Message  From  the  Director 


Laurie  Ekanger 
DPHHS  Director 


Employee  Survey 

I  really  appreciate  the 
responses  to  the  employee 
survey  we  have  already 
received.  Most  people 
received  the  survey  July  30 
and  by  noon  on  August  1, 
over  250  had  been  returned. 
I  want  to  personally  thank 
those  of  you  who  took  time 
to  add  extra  comments  to  help 
improve  the  department.  The 
surveys  are  being  tabulated  by  an  independent 
contractor  in  Helena  and  will  be  analyzed  by  the 
State  Research  and  Analysis  Bureau  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry.  We  should  be 
able  to  share  the  results  in  just  a  few  months. 

7  Am  Your  Child"  Campaign 

I  was  fortunate  to  go  with  Governor  Marc  Racicot 
to  the  National  Governors'  Association  annual 
conference  recently.  A  major  topic  of  discussion 
among  the  governors  was  the  7  Am  Your  Child" 
national   campaign   to  educate  the   public   about 


new  scientific  findings  relating  to  the  brain 
development  of  children.  These  findings  show 
that  the  first  three  years  of  a  child's  life  are 
critical  to  brain  development  and  can  really  affect 
a  child's  potential  for  success  or  failure  as  a 
healthy,  productive  citizen.  A  number  of 
foundations  support  this  campaign. 

Rob  Reiner,  the  actor/director/producer,  spoke 
to  the  governors  about  the  7  Am  Your  Child" 
television  special,  parenting  and  child  care  videos, 
the  special  edition  of  Newsweek  devoted  to  early 
child  development,  and  other  efforts.  The  National 
Governors'  Association  has  made  early  child 
development  a  major  issue,  and  I  must  say  the 
presentations  were  inspiring. 

Many  states,  including  ours,  have  prevention 
programs  designed  to  help  at-risk  parents  and 
protect  at-risk  children.  We  will  be  learning  more 
about  this  national  educational  effort  and  exploring 
how  it  might  work  in  Montana  to  strengthen  and 
coordinate  our  prevention  efforts.  If  you  have 
thoughts  or  suggestions  about  this,  please  let 
me  know. 


"Every  Woman  Matters" 

Senator  Sharon  Estrada  (R)  of  Billings  shared  her  experiences 
as  a  breast  cancer  sun/Ivor  at  the  opening  celebration  of  free 
breast  and  cervical  cancer  screening  through  the  Montana 
Breast  and  Cervical  Health  Program  of  DPHHS.  Other  guest 
speakers  at  the  event,  which  took  place  in  Helena  earlier  this 
summer,  included  Lieutenant  Governor  Judy  Martz,  DPHHS 
Director  Laurie  Ekanger,  and  cancer  survivors  former  U.S. 
Attorney  Dons  Poppler  and  former  State  Representative  Angela 
Russell. 

Now,  women  age  50  and  over  who  lack  adequate  insurance 
and  financial  resources  may  be  eligible  to  receive  free  annual 
mammograms,  clinical  breast  exams  and  Pap  tests  through  the 
new  program.  Montana  is  just  beginning  the  first  five-year  cycle 
of  the  project,  which  is  funded  through  a  $5.5  million  grant  from 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention. 

The  program  will  be  administered  through  city/county  health 
departments  in  Silver  Bow,  Lewis  and  Clark,  Flathead, 
Yellowstone.  Cascade,  and  Missoula  counties,  as  well  as  the 
Crow  Indian  Reservation.  For  more  information,  contact 
Program  Manager  Dick  Paulsen  at  (406)  444-5442. 


Photo.  Valinda  Holmes 


Upcoming  Conferences 

Several  conferences  pertaining  to  health  and 
human  services  issues  are  scheduled  across 
Montana  this  fall.  They  include: 

The  29th  Annual  Governor's  Conference  on 
Aging  is  scheduled  for  September  16  -  18  at  the 
Butte  Copper  King  Inn.  This  conference  is 
designed  to  educate  both  the  people  who  work 
with  aging  issues  as  well  as  the  public  on  various 
issues  effecting  Montana's  elderly  population. 

Activities  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  September  16, 
focus  on  training  for  various  personnel  within  the 
aging  network,  and  presenting  an  opportunity  for 
conference  attendees  to  take  in  a  variety  of  board 
meetings. 

Wednesday  is  the  official  opening  day  for  the 
public,  and  will  be  kicked  off  by  Lieutenant 
Governor  Judy  Martz  presenting  the  "Community 
Achievement  Award".  Guest  speakers  DPHHS 
Director  Laurie  Ekanger,  New  Mexico  Agency  on 
Aging  Director  Michelle  Lujan  Grisham,  and  Butte/ 
Silver  Bow  Chief  Executive  Jack  Lynch  are  also 
scheduled.  Conference  attendees  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  innovative  workshops,  exhibit  halls  and  a 
variety  of  Butte  community  activities,  including  a 
traditional  Butte  pasty  dinner. 

Finally,  Thursday  offers  attendees  presentations 
ranging  from  a  Legislative  overview  with  DPHHS 
Senior  and  Long-Term  Care  Division  Administrator 
Mike  Hanshew  to  discussions  like  "Common  Myths 
of  Aging "  and  "Depression:  l-low  it  Affects  Seniors ". 
The  evening  will  be  capped  off  by  a  "Senior  of 
the  Year"  reception  and  awards  banquet,  with 
Governor  Marc  Racicot  serving  as  guest  speaker 
and  award  presenter. 

For  more  information,  contact  Program  Officer 
Brian  LaMoure  in  the  DPHHS  Senior  and  Long- 
Term  Care  Division  at  (406)  444-7782. 

The  Developmental  Disabilities  Program  within 
the  DPHHS  Disability  Services  Division  is  gearing 
up  for  the  18th  Annual  Montana  Conference 
on  Developmental  Disabilities.  This  year's 
conference  is  scheduled  from  October  29  -  31  at 
the  Sheraton  Billings  Hotel  and  will  be  attended 
by  direct  services  staff,  persons  with  developmental 
disabilities  and  parents  of  persons  with 
developmental  disabilities. 

Keynote  speakers  include  Rich  Luecking,  from 
TransCen,  Inc.,  who  will  address  issues  involved 
in  transitioning  from  a  school  to  work  environment, 
and  Dr.  Robert  Fletcher,  director  of  the  of  the 
National  Association  on  Dual  Diagnosis.  Dr. 
Fletcher  will  offer  ideas  on  improving  interagency 


service  coordination  to  better  serve  persons  with 
mental  illness  and  mental  retardation.  Also  on 
the  agenda,  Ann  Forts  will  present  a  keynote 
address  regarding  self-advocacy  issues.  She  has 
Downs  Syndrome  and  is  a  member  of  the  national 
Committee  on  Mental  Retardation. 

Organizers  expect  a  record  number  of 
approximately  600  attendees.  Events  will  include 
eight  to  ten  concurrent  sessions  addressing  topics 
related  to  the  provision  of  services  to  persons 
with  developmental  disabilities,  a  service  awards 
ceremony  honoring  persons  who  have  made 
outstanding  contributions  to  the  developmental 
disability  arena,  and  a  trade  show  of  products 
made  by  service  recipients.  An  art  exhibit  and 
silent  auction  will  also  showcase  the  talent  of 
some  of  the  artists  within  the  developmental 
disability  service  system. 

Call  Training  and  Development  Specialist  Perry 
Jones  in  the  DPHHS  Disability  Services  Division 
at  (406)  444-2995  for  more  information. 

On  another  front,  the  Montana  Public  Health 

Association  will  host  its  annual  conference 
October  6  -  8  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  also  in  Billings. 
This  year's  theme  is,  "Public  l-lealtti:  An  Investment 
in  the  Future"  Dick  Paulsen,  MPHA  president 
and  program  manager  for  the  DPHHS  Breast  and 
Cervical  Health  Program,  commented,  "The 
conference  sessions  will  cover  a  broad  spectrum 
of  health  fields  that  will  interest  anyone  who  works 
in  health  care,  and  inform  them  on  what  the 
important  issues  in  public  health  are  today." 

The  50  different  breakout  sessions  fall  into  five 
categories;  Healthy  Behaviors  and  Nutrition;  Health 
of  the  Community;  Disease  Prevention  and 
Response;  Maternal  and  Child  Health;  and 
Administration;  Setting  Directions.  The  keynote 
speaker  will  feature  Dr.  Bud  Nicola,  director  of 
the  Division  of  Public  Systems  with  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention.  In  addition  to 
the  sessions,  the  conference  will  include  a 
reception  and  open  house  at  the  Deering 
Community  Health  Center,  multiple  gift  drawings, 
exhibits  and  an  awards  luncheon. 

For  more  information  or  for  a  conference  brochure, 
please  call  Gerry  Baertsch,  conferences  director 
at  the  University  of  Montana  at  (406)  243-4603, 
or  Dick  at  (406)  444-3624. 


INTRODUCTIONS 


Photo  Kim  Brown 


Public  Assistance  Bureau  County  Directors 
DPHHS  Child  and  Family  Services  Division 


County  directors  are  responsible  for  administering  the  department's  public  assistance  programs  in  their 
counties  and  for  the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  county  offices.  They  are  also  responsible  for 
community  resource  development  and  coordination  for  Montana's  welfare  reform  program,  "Families 
Achieving  Independence  in  Montana",  or  FAIM. 

Seated  (L-R):  Carole  Graham,  Missoula  and  Mineral  counties;  Darlene  Miller,  Teton,  Pondera  and  Toole 
counties;  Linda  Nybakken,  Valley  and  Phillips  counties;  J.T.  Brownlee,  Roosevelt,  Daniels  and  Sheridan 
counties;  Patty  Guiberson,  Deer  Lodge,  Powell  and  Granite  counties;  Nancy  Ambrose,  Sweet  Grass  and 
Stillwater  counties;  Tim  Whitney,  Blaine,  Hill,  Liberty  and  Chouteau  counties. 

Standing  (Middle  rows,  L-R):  Joan  Davies,  Gallatin  and  Madison  counties;  Barbara  Rolston,  Treasure  and 
Rosebud  counties;  Jean  Kukes,  Big  Horn  County;  Marilyn  Becker,  Lake  County;  Juanita  Mallo,  Park, 
Meagher  and  Broadwater  counties;  John  Gardner,  Flathead  County;  Betty  Mueller,  Carter,  Fallon  and 
Wibaux  counties;  Lena  Neer,  Richland  County;  Jim  Greer,  Lewis  and  Clark  County;  George  Shanley, 
Cascade  County;  Jim  Fay,  Silver  Bow,  Jefferson  and  Beaverhead  counties;  Mary  Newman,  Carbon  County; 
Sue  Matthews,  Custer,  Garfield,  McCone,  Prairie  and  Powder  River  counties;  Joan  Brenner,  Dawson 
County. 

Standing  (Back  row,  L-R):  Boni  Braunbeck,  Fergus,  Petroleum,  Musselshell,  Golden  Valley,  Wheatland  and 
Judith  Basin  counties;  Thorne  Johnson,  Sanders  County;  Susan  Gosney,  Lincoln  County. 


Not  pictured:  Mary  Loveridge,  Ravalli  County  (retired  September  1] 
Patty  LaPlant,  Glacier  County. 


Gary  Huffmaster,  Yellowstone  County; 


Training  For  Non-violent 
Crisis  Intervention 

Violence  in  the  workplace  is  becoming  a  very 
real  concern  in  light  of  the  many  volatile  issues 
DPHHS  handles  on  a  daily  basis.  The  Human 
Resources  Office  offers  training  for  employees 
who  wish  to  learn  how  to  recognize  and  de- 
escalate  aggressive  behavior. 

The  training  for  Non-Violent  Crisis  Intervention  is 
a  comprehensive  class  which  requires  12  hours 
over  a  two-day  span.  If  you  are  interested  in 
attending  one  of  these  classes,  you  will  need  to 
schedule  around  your  appointments  in  order  to 
give  your  undivided  attention  to  the  training.  The 
maximum  number  of  participants  is  limited  to  15, 
because  a  fairly  large  room  (1500  square  feet)  is 
necessary.  Due  to  this  space  requirement,  a  fee 
may  be  imposed  ($10  -  $30)  if  space  is  rented  to 
accommodate  the  class. 

Training  Coordinator  Kathy  Battrick  said,  "Training 
attendees  will  learn  several  self-protection 
techniques,  but  most  importantly,  they  will  learn 
to  recognize  the  behavior  levels  through  which 
an  agitated  individual  progresses."  Kathy  provided 
this  overview  of  what  will  be  covered  in  the  class: 

•  The  levels  of  behavior  an  individual  may 
experience  as  that  individual  becomes  agitated; 

•  An  appropriate  response  to  each  level  of 
behavior; 

•  Identifying  useful  non-verbal  techniques  for 
prevention  of  a  crisis; 

•Developing  verbal  techniques  to  be 
implemented  when  de-escalation  is  necessary; 

•  Non-violent  physical  crisis  intervention,  which 
includes  the  principles  of  personal  safety 
techniques  to  avoid  client  and  staff  injury  if 
an  individual's  behavior  escalates  to  a  physical 
level; 

•  Learning  that  the  subsequent  escalation  or 
defusion  of  a  client's  behavior  may  depend 
entirely  on  how  you,  as  the  professional,  reacts. 

Kathy  concluded,  "In  the  Non-Violent  Crisis 
Intervention  class,  you  will  learn  to  control  behavior 
before  it  becomes  assaultive,  providing  the  best 
care  for  all  individuals  concerned.  This  class  is 
for  anyone  who  is  interested  in  learning  these 
techniques." 

To  register  for  the  classes  listed  below,  call  either 
Rob  Virts  at  (406)  444-6823  or  Kathy  at  (406) 
444-5937  in  the  Human  Resources  Office.  If  you 
would  like  to  schedule  a  training  session  in  your 
area,  let  Rob  or  Kathy  know. 


October  15  -  16 

Cogswell  Building/Room  C209 

Helena 

9:00  am  -    4:00  pm    (both  days) 

November  12  -  13 

Cogswell  Building/Room  C209 

Helena 

9:00  am  -  4:00  pm    (both  days) 


Building  Safety 
Committee  Formed 

A  new  safety  committee  has  been  formed  in  the 
Cogswell  Building  in  Helena.  The  purpose  of  this 
committee  will  be  to  better  identify  and  resolve 
safety  concerns  in  the  building  and  to  serve  as  a 
source  of  safety-related  information  for  employees. 
The  members  of  this  committee  represent  each  of 
the  divisions  that  are  located  in  the  Cogswell  Building. 

If  you  have  safety-related  questions  or  comments, 
contact  the  committee  member  that  represents 
your  division.  If  you  are  unable  to  reach  your 
representative,  contact  one  of  the  department's 
safety  coordinators. 

The  Safety  Committee  members  for  the  Cogswell 
Building  are: 

•  Renie   Hanson:     Child  and  Family  Services 
Division;  (406)  444-4593 

•  Ken  Taylor:    Addictive  and  Mental    Disorders 
Division;  (406)  444-1202 

•  Jeff    Ireland:      Health    Policy   and    Services 
Division;  (406)  444-4146 

•  Mike  Spence:     Health   Policy  and   Services 
Division;  (406)  444-1286 

•  Paul  Lamphier:     Health  Policy  and  Services 
Division/  Public  Health  Lab/  (406)  444-5246 

•  Jill  Cohenour:     Operations  and  Technology 
Division  /Environmental  Lab;  (406)  444-5261 

•  Roy  Kemp:    Quality  Assurance  Division;   (406) 
444-2868 

The  Safety  Coordinators  for  the  department  are: 

•  Kathy  Battrick:     Human  Resources  Office 
(406)  444-5937 

•  Rob  Virts:     Human  Resources  Office;  (406) 
444-6823 


DPHHS  Technology  Demonstrated 
At  National  Conference; 

Pilot  Project  To  Begin  in  IVIontana  October  1 

The  American  Public  Welfare  Association  (APWA) 
has  selected  the  department's  Virtual  Human 
Services  Pavilion  (formerly  known  as  "Virtual 
Department")  as  one  of  only  five  systems  to  be 
showcased  this  month  at  the  upcoming  APWA 
Information  Systems  Management  (APWA-ISM) 
conference  in  St.  Louis.  States  were  asked  to 
submit  innovative  technological  solutions  used  to 
meet  their  business  needs  and  according  to  Lorrie 
Tritch,  APWA-ISM  Treasurer,  the  Virtual  Pavilion 
was  selected  over  "a  number  of  very  good 
applications"  submitted  for  consideration. 

The  Human  Services  Virtual  Pavilion  encompasses 
a  number  of  the  technology  themes  of  this  year's 
conference.  Those  themes  include:  Inter/Intranet 
applications,  cross-agency  systems,  creative 
approaches  to  community/statewide  networking 
and  welfare  reform. 

Virtual  Pavilion  is  designed  to  provide  an  entry- 
point  for  clients  seeking  services  from  DPHHS. 
Under  the  system,  computer  stations  in  human 
services  offices  and   eventually,  in   libraries  and 


other  public  locations,  will  be  the  first  point  of 
contact  for  clients  seeking  public  assistance  or 
information  about  public  assistance  programs  in 
Montana. 

The  Virtual  Pavilion  goes  beyond  public  assistance 
programs,  though.  The  system,  which  will  also 
be  accessible  via  the  Internet,  will  have  doors  to 
programs  offered  by  the  Department  of  Labor 
and  Industry,  the  University  System  and  other 
state  agencies.  A  client  could  complete  an 
application  for  food  stamps,  review  the  course 
schedules  for  a  university,  and  browse  through 
job  openings  ail  through  the  doors  of  Virtual 
Pavilion.  Eventually,  all  programs  which  require 
some  type  of  application  process  will  be  accessible 
through  Virtual  Pavilion. 

The  public  assistance  application  pilot  will  begin 
October  1  in  Lewis  and  Clark,  Jefferson,  Silver 
Bow  and  Custer  counties.  This  pilot  is  scheduled 
to  end  April  1,  1998,  with  statewide  deployment 
beginning  April  6,  1998  and  continuing  through 
December  15,  J998. 

Questions  may  be  directed  to  Operations  and 
Technology  Division  Administrator  Mike  Billings 
at  (406)  444-4133. 


Briefing  Scheduled 
with  Governor  Racicot 

DPHHS,  the  Department  of  Commerce/Montana 
Board  of  Investments,  and  representatives  from 
the  Montana  banking  industry  will  hold  a  briefing 
in  the  Capitol  some  time  this  month  for  Governor 
Marc  Racicot  to  discuss  the  progress  of  the  new 
"Family  Friendly  Business  Loan  Program".  At  the 
briefing,  Governor  Racicot  will  also  meet 
representatives  from  the  first  two  businesses  to 
sign  on  to  the  pilot  program  -  Alpine  Custom 
Cabinets  of  Missoula  and  Airpage/Capital 
Answering  of  Helena  and  Butte. 

In  conjunction  with  acknowledging  the  issuance 
of  the  first  loans  to  local  businesses  to  assist  in 
the  success  of  welfare  reform  in  Montana,  the 
governor  will  later  present  awards  at  a  luncheon 
ceremony  to  other  outstanding  employers  who 
have  hired  FAIM  participants.  FAIM  (Families 
Achieving  Independence  in  Montana)  is  Montana's 
welfare  reform  program. 

The  Family  Friendly  Business  Loan  pilot  program 
was  developed  through  the  efforts  of  Montana 
banks,  the   Montana   Board  of  Investments,  and 


DPHHS.  Through  the  program,  zero-interest  loans 
are  available  to  credit-worthy  Montana  employers 
who  hire  FAIM  participants.  The  loans,  which 
range  from  $10,000  -  $20,000,  are  designed  for 
employers  who  need  additional  resources  to 
expand  their  businesses  or  hire  additional  staff. 

Governor  Racicot  said,  "The  success  of  FAIM 
depends  on  state  and  community  players  working 
together  to  help  welfare  recipients'  integration 
into  the  workforce.  The  Family  Friendly  Business 
Loan  program  promotes  this  public/private 
partnership  and  illustrates  the  cooperative  spirit 
that  characterizes  so  many  Montana  communities." 

The  Family  Friendly  Business  Loan  program  has 
reserved  one-third  of  the  $250,000  available 
funding  specifically  for  rural  Montana  businesses 
to  participate  in  the  loans.  For  more  information 
regarding  the  program,  contact  your  local  bank 
or  Linda  Currie,  employment  and  training  specialist 
at  DPHHS,  by  calling  (406)  444-4099. 


(Changes  in  Adoption  .  .  .  continued  from  cover) 

The  act  also  clarifies  when  adoptees  may  obtain 
a  copy  of  their  original  birth  certificate.  The 
law  provides  that  adoptees  born  between  July 
1,  1967  and  September  30,  1997,  must  still  rely 
on  the  laws  in  place  during  that  time  to  gain 
access  to  their  birth  certificate.  Adoptees  born 
after  the  effective  date  of  this  act  will  have 
access  to  their  birth  certificates  at  age  18,  unless 
a  birth  parent  specifically  notifies  the  DPHHS 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  that  they  don't  want 
the  birth  certificate  automatically  released. 
Adoptees  born  prior  to  July  1,  1967  will  also 
have  access  to  their  birth  certificates  because 
before  that  time,  there  was  no  law  in  place 
prohibiting  automatic  release  of  those  certificates. 

For  more  information,  contact  Ann  Gilkey  in 
the  DPHHS  Legal  Office  at  (406)  444-5905. 


SECC 
Starts  Soon 

The  State  Employees'  Combined  Campaign 
(SECC)  "State  Employees  Making  a  Difference" 
fundraising  event  officially  kicks  off  September 
29.  This  years  grand  prizes  include  trips  to 
Hawaii,  Seattle,  Spokane  and  Whitefish.  The 
campaign  provides  financial  support  to  a  variety 
of  not-for-profit  organizations  around  the  state. 

Last  year,  DPHHS  raised  over  $17,000  through 
the  campaign;  this  year's  organizers  hope  to 
beat  that  goal.  Every  DPHHS  employee  will 
have  an  SECC  information  and  sign-up  packet 
by  the  start  of  the  campaign  to  ensure  its 
success.  Hank  Hudson,  administrator  of  the 
department's  Child  and.  Family  Services 
Division  and  coordinator  of  the  agency's 
campaign  activities,  said,  "Our  goal  this  year 
is  two-fold:  to  increase  the  percentage  of 
DPHHS  employees  who  participate,  and  to 
increase  total  donations.  I  hope  everybody 
in  our  agency  will  seriously  consider  donating 
to  this  worthy  cause." 

Weekly  prize  drawings  are  set  for:  October 
12,  20,  27  and  November  3  and  10.  The 
campaign  ends  November  7.  A  grand  prize 
drawing  at  the  Capitol  rotunda  and  a  luncheon 
will  be  held  sometime  in  December. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Hank  at 
(406)  444-5900. 


DPHHS  Advisory 
Council  Update 

The  DPHHS  Advisory  Council  addressed  a  wide 
range  of  issues  at  its  meeting  last  month  in  Helena. 
The  first  topic  on  the  agenda  was  mental  health 
managed  care.  Because  the  Mental  Health  Access 
Plan  provides  services  to  many  Montana  children, 
council  members  suggested  that  Montana 
Community  Partners  use  the  Office  of  Public 
Instruction's  (OPI)  newsletter  to  inform  teachers  and 
school  administrators  about  changes  that  may  result 
from  managed  care.  For  example,  one  of  the  areas 
of  greatest  expense  in  publicly  funded  mental  health 
care  in  our  state  is  treating  attention  deficit  disorder. 
Because  it  may  be  more  difficult  to  get  authorization 
for  drugs  and  other  treatment  for  this  disorder, 
advance  notice  via  OPI's  newsletter  may  help  improve 
communications  regarding  changes  involved  in 
managed  care. 

Council  members  also  discussed  their  experiences 
with  decentralization.  DPHHS  will  still  allow,  but 
will  not  promote,  the  concept  of  decentralization. 
In  particular,  the  department  will  not  promote  a  12 
district  administrative  structure  or  the  concept  of 
inter-program  block  grants  to  local  areas.  The 
council's  advice  was: 

*  To  use  benchmarking  to  identify  problem  areas 
and  to  respond  to  them; 

*  To   look  within   each   program   for  determining 
which  decisions  should  be  made  locally; 

*  To  support  those  ideas  about  decentralization 
which  are  the  result  of  local  initiative. 

The  council  will  continue  to  monitor  the  department's 
progress  in  four  areas.  They  are:  performance 
measurement  (benchmarking  within  each  program); 
customer  satisfaction  (staff  and  customer  survey 
process);  communications  (newsletters.  Community 
Days,  Legislative  updates);  and  private  partnerships. 

Its  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  November  14  in 
Helena  at  the  Cogswell  Building.  The  agenda  will 
include  discussions  about  how  to  proceed  in  forming 
private  partnerships,  child  health  insurance  proposals, 
managed  care,  survey  results,  state  budget 
parameters,  and  some  early  childhood  initiatives. 
The  public  is  invited  to  attend.  For  more  information, 
contact  DPHHS  State/Local  Relations  Coordinator 
Gary  Curtis  at  (406)  444-9530. 


News  and  information  about  the  programs  and 
people  in  the  DPHHS  are  presented  in  this  monthly 
newsletter.  This  edition  was  produced  by  a 
committee  of  employees  from  various  areas  of  the 
agency.  The  Newsletter  Committee  welcomes  your 
suggestions  and  comments.  Ideas  may  be  sent  by 
regular  mail  or  ZipMailed  to  any  committee  member. 

DPHHS  attempts  to  provide  reasonable 
accommodations  for  any  known  disability  that  may 
interfere  with  a  person  participating  in  any  service, 
program  or  activity  of  the  department.  Alternative 
accessible  formats  of  this  document  will  be  provided 
upon  request.  For  more  information,  call  (406)  444- 
2596  or  1-800-253-4091. 

HELP  US  CONSERVE  MONEY  AND  TREES.  If  you 
have  Internet  access  and  would  rather  download  this 
newsletter  from  our  web  site  than  receive  a  paper 
copy,  please  call  Theresa  Dimmitt  at  (406)  444- 
4543  to  remove  your  name  from  our  mailing  list. 

The  DPHHS  web  site  can  be  visited  at  http:// 
www.dphhs.mt.gov.  The  newsletter  can  be  found  in 
the  Resource  Room  section. 
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